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From
Virginia’'s Desk
by Virginia King

WWCCR Executive Director

“ Keeping our eyesfixed on
Jesus, the leader and
perfecter of faith...”

Hebrews12:2

| mentioned to someone
the other day that | ana
“recovering perfectionist”
andthey laughed, but with
anunderstanding laugh. |
know | amnot doneinthis
recovery process. | wasraised
withtheadage, “If ajobis
worthdoing, it' sworth doing
wdl.” Whilel totaly agree
withthisinprinciple, | found
that too often it becamean
excusefor meto not do some-
thingat al, smply becausel
didn't havethetime, energy or
resourcestodoit well.

See Desk page 3
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Pondering & Reflecting on the Word

by Jim Murphy

Thisis an excerpt from a talk given by Jim Murphy at the March 2007
Leaders and Helpers Day.

have abeautiful model for the spiritual lifein Mary, our Blessed

WA other. In Luke chapter 1:26-56 you can read about some defining

eventsin her life: Sheistold by an angel, “Hail, favored one! The
Lordiswithyou.” and God revealsto
her theincredible newsthat shewill
bear ason and name him Jesus. Then
the angel tellsher that Elizabeth, her
kinswoman, isaready with child. Mary
goesin hastetovisit Elizabethand is
greeted with “Most blessed are you
among women, and blessed isthefruit
of your womb. And how doesthis happen to me, that the mother of my Lord
should cometome?’” and then thereisthat beautiful canticlethat begins, “My
soul proclaimsthe greatness of the Lord...” (Luke 1:46-55)

One of thethingsthat Mary did when the angel spoketo her isthat she
pondered the greeting that she received. Later when Jesus was twelve, she
treasured these thingsin her heart. One of the qualities of Mary isthat she
didn’t just think about it, shetook it into her heart.

In Old Testament language, the heart was far more than just a place of
emotion. It was aplace where decisionswere made, aplace of thewill and the
intellect. The core of the human being isthe heart. Mary took the Word into her
heart and it influenced her decisions, her thoughts, her actions—everything
after that.

Now, in the Old Testament to be ahearer of the Word there are four things
that needed to happen. First, you had to physically hear the Word of God, and
then you had to do as much as possible to under stand the Word of God. Thirdly,
you had to assent or agree to the word of God. Lastly, you had to act on the
Word of God. If any of these four elements were missing, then you had not
properly heard the word of the Lord.

Thisgivesalittleinsight into how Mary pondered the Word. It had animpact
on every part of her being. It affected everything asit soaked down into her.

“Mary took the Word into
her heart and it influenced
her decisions, her
thoughts, her actions—
everything after that.”

See Pondering page 2

Living, Proclaiming, and Nurturing Baptism in the Holy Spirit



Pondering continued

| bought alittletreefor our yard at homeand right after it
was planted we were going through adry spell. Theguy |
got thetreefrom told meto make surethat | watered that
treeevery day. Becausel’ m sobusy, I’d go out and water it
for about two minutesand then think that was good enough.
Maybethenext day I’ d throw abucket of water on it and
thought it was good enough. What asurprise when after
three weeksthislittletreewas
completely dead. | went back
totheguy | bought it fromand
said, “| spentthirty dollarsfor
thistreeandal | haveisadead
gickinmy yard.” Heaskedif |
wateredit.“Sure, | did! Every
day | went out thereand threw
abuck of water onit.” Thenhe
told methat when | water it, | haveto soak it down for about
an hour and ahaf. When | water it just alittle, most of it
evaporates off. | haveto saturateit so that the soil holds
thewater and then the roots can get to water. Inthe same
way, | think sometimes| only sprinklemysdf withtheWord
of God, instead of |etting it saturatethe soil of my person.

Thereisgreet benefitin studying theWord of God andwe
should study it to educate us. But in this case of pondering,
wearetaking about something different. In pondering the
Word of God wearetrying to haveit affect our lives. Paul
saysin Romans10:17 that “faith comesfromwhat isheard,
and what isheard comesthrough theword of Christ.” You
and | haveto betheevangdistsof our own hearts. We have
to be surethat we are saturated by the Word of God

every day.

“We have to be

sure that we are

saturated by the
word of God
every day.”

Oneday you might bereading apassageand all of a
sudden onelineof it seemsto jump off the page at you.
You' veread three pages of scriptureinyour bibleand
nothing’ scaught your attention and thenthisoneword jumps
out at you. Sometimesyouthink, oh I’ [l get back to this
oneword later because| havethree more chaptersto read.
It would be better to stop there, and | et that word deeply
soak in.

Another way to saturate yourself with the Word of God
isthat when you get that one-liner that strikesyou, just Sit
withitand quietly repest it again and again. Keep proclaim-
ing theword deeper and deeper. Some peoplekeep alittle
journa wherethey write only about that one passage. They
write about what thisWord is saying to them, and spend
timereflecting on what they are hearing in thisWord.
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Other peoplewill takeaversethat really touchesthemand
they writeit on anindex card and tapeit to their mirror to
reread that Word for the next few weeks. Theseare some
different waysthat you can saturate the soil of your heart
with theWord.

| suspect that Mary alowed theWord to saturate her
heart morethan just sprinkleit, which served her well inthe
daysahead. When Mary went to visit Elizabeth, Elizabeth
sadto her. “ Blessed areyou who believed what was spoken
toyou by theLord would befulfilled.” (Luke 1:45) |
believe what the Lord spoketo Mary took such adeep
placewithin her that it gave her something to hold onto
during difficult times. Again, that doesn’t mean that Mary
never had troubles. That doesn’t mean that Mary was
never discouraged or that everything went her way. Butin
themogt difficult timesof her lifeandinour lives, too, the
Word planted inuswill belikeasolid rock of safety.

SometimestheWord will befrom scripture. Sometimes
aword comesthrough the prophetic. Haveyou ever had a
timewhereyoufelt that while someonewas praying with
you or during your prayer timethat the Lord hasspokena
word to you?Discernthat it camefromtheLordfirst and
then hold onto and ponder those kinds of wordswhen you
get them. They can also be asource of encouragement in
themost difficult times.

AsMary pondered and the treasured theWord, | think
that Mary wasbeing acontemplative. | really believethat
Mary had acontemplativedimensionin her life. Inthe
Renewd, weadso consder Mary asthefirst charismatic. It

See Pondering page 6
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Desk continued

| now remind myself that“If ajobis
worth doing, it' sworth doing—evenif you
can'tdoit perfectly.” | ill rivetodoevery-
thing to the best of my ability, and | think
that God expectsusto “rid ourselves of
every burden and sinthat clingstousand
persavereinrunningtherace...” (Heb. 12:1)
Andweareexhortedto “toil and struggle”
aswetrainoursdvestofulfill God'spurpose
forourlives. (1Tim4:10) Butl dsoredize
that with my many limitations, sometimesl|
haveto settlefor “donebut imperfect.”

Jesusisour leader and the perfecter of
our faith. Inrealizing that what | do, | do
imperfectly, | haveagreat ded of confidence
that Jesus“worksall thingstogood...”
(Rom 8:28) Jesusisabletotake my inade-
quate efforts and make them bear super-
natural fruit. Hegetsall the credit!

Thereason| bring thisupisbecausel
have observed that many peoplefail totake
their placeinthe Body of Christ because
of fedingsof inadequacy or limitations. The
Body of Christissuffering becausemany of
the partsof theBody arenat fulfilling God's
purposefor them. The Church needsyou!
Youmay fed that what you could contribute
intermsof time, talent and treasureistoo
insgnificant or tooimperfect, and therefore
you decide not to contribute at all. The
Church needsyou!

Thetime, talent and treasure that you
contribute are God'sgiftsto you for the
very purpose of you making acontribution
totheBody of Christ. (Read 1 Cor 12!) If
you aredlderly and/or infirm, God till has
apurposefor your lifeand the Church

See Desk page 7

You can now make
your donations to
WWCCR online!

Go to www.wwccr.org
and click on the yellow envelope!
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Fanning the Flames
of the Holy Spirit

by Jim Dagnon, Board of Directors

“Wherethe Churchis, thereisthe Spirit, and where the Spirit of
God is, thereisthe Church.” - St. Irenaeus

For that smpletruth | say “Thank God.” In
thesetroubled times, we need the Church and
theHoly Spirit! C Uﬁ’z\”,;

The prayer of Pope John XXIIl was /w {\ B “‘K\
“Renew Thy wondersin thisour day as by 0
anew Pentecost.” Inthe genera audience of

November 29, 1972 Pope Paul VI said: * the ((Bemg Board
Church needs an eternal Pentecost.”

{
ANH PR ITQ
One manifestation of thisPentecost isthe

Charismatic Renewal. At aninternational consultation of leadersinthe
Charismatic Renewa inMalines, Belgiumin 1974, held by Cardinal
Suenens, theconclusion at that meeting wasthat “the Charismatic Renewa
isof the Church andinthe Church, anditisspreading. Thereisevery in-
dicationthat it will remain apermanent expression of the Church’slife.”
Morethan thirty threeyearslater, the Renewal still isapermanent expres-
sonof the Church’slifeherein western Washington.

Oneof thereasons| believethat istrueisdueto the existence of the
Western Washington Catholic Charismatic Renewa (WWCCR). This
organization wascreated in 1977 to support the charismatic movement in
western Washington.

For adl theseyears, itssupportersand the staff havelabored tofoster the
growth and maturity of prayer groupsand to demonstratethat the Renewal
ischaracterized by agreat love of the Church, acommitment toitsinner
order, itssacramenta life, and toitsteaching authority. Asaresult over these
many years, the Catholic Charismatic Renewa hasearned areputation with
the Church’spastoral |eadership herein western Washington asagroup
dedicated to therenewal of thewhole of the Catholic Christian lifethrough
theHoly Spirit under the L ordship of JesusChrigt.

If you arereading this, morethan likely you’ ve been asupporter of
WWCCR and may beasking why I’ m writing something that you may
aready know. Recently whileworking with aprayer group onaHoly Spirit
Seminar, | discovered that many of the prayer group membersthere had
little knowledge about what WWCCR isor what it does.

That'sunderstandable becauseit isinindividual prayer groupsthrough-
out western Washington wherethe membersexperiencefdlowship, sharing
of thelifeof Christ and sharing each others' joysand sorrows. Sharing
fellowship meansto deeply loveand carefor your brothersand sisters. It
isinthe prayer group that many cometo experienceanew personal rela
tionship with Jesusasrisen and present Lord and Savior through his Spirit.

See Board page 7
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30th Anniversary WWCCR Conference

At the Service of the King COrTEJOI N US!
as we celebrate 30 years of
sharing the Light which hasfilled
us with joy and peace through
the gift of the Holy Spirit!

with guest speakers
Josephine Cachia,
Chuck Hornsby, and
Archbishop Alex Brunett

Celebrant for Opening Mass

“You are the light of the world. Your light
must shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your

» - heavenly Father.” Matthew 5:14, 16
Letting Out
- R ~ Together, as community, the brightness of
ngllt Sl]ll]‘v this light is stronger. As the light of Christ

shines in and through us, together we can

be light to the world, piercing the darkness
and giving hope to the lost.

Saturday, © oo
Novem ber 3, 2007 For this special 30th Anniversary Conference,

9:30AM - 9:00PM Registration is FREE!
at St Brendan Church There will be a special prize for the prayer group

or community that brings the most people,

10100 NE 192nd K., Bothdll, WA so please register!

Sponsored by Western Washington Catholic Charismatic Renewal

206-364-2272 ® wWwWw.WWCCr.org
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Healing Mass Report

Sharethe Good News!

Here are afew of the responses
received from those who attended
recent WWCCRHealing Masses:

After | attended the Healing Mass,
| got theresultsof my abdomind ultra-
sound. Itwasnormal. | prayedfor this
totheLordfor solong and Praise
theLordfor it. | still havetogo[to]
another ultra-sound tomorrow for the
fibroidinmy uterus, and I’ mtill waiting
[for] somelabtestsfor my physical
check-up. Please help mepray that
the Father in heaven grant that every-
thing would benormal. Thank you
for praying for me.

AttheHealing Mass, | waspray-
ing for my eyesand their adaptation
to new lenses. | had had them for
several weeksand could only wear
them for short periodsfor reading or
driving, then’ d haveto go back to
theold pair. | wastrading two or three
timesaday. It wasanuisance. I’dbeen
back infor adjustmentsand another
eyetest. They couldfind nothingwrong.
Theday after theMass, | wasable
towear the new lensesall day with
no discomfort! And have been doing
so ever since. PraisetheLord!

A womanwasinneed of aliver
transplant. She cameto threedifferent
Massesfor Hedling. Her liver isfunc-
tioning normally, her doctor told her,
with some blockage but transplant not
needed. Atthe Hedling Massthepriest
asked uswhoinyour lifeisin need of
prayer? Sheprayed for her husband
who had not heard from hisfamily for
twenty years. Theday after thethird
Healing Mass, hecdled hisbrother

GLEANINGS

Joe and both cried—forgivenesswas
experienced.

Weattended awonderful Healing
Mass. It was awonderful

for. Shetold meher fingerswere

healed. | praise God because shewas
goingto haveher finger cut off, but she
ishedled, and abletousedl her fingers.

experience (our first Hedling “Thank you Duringthetimethat
Mass) and wefdt very for praying Father was praying [for
blessed being there. Thanks for me.” me], | had thestrong

toall who hepedwiththis
Massand our loving Lord.

| feel asthough | wasableto be
released of theguilt from past sins,
eventhoughweall sninsomeway
every day. Theprayer teeamsafterward
werea so hel pful. Beingabletordease
bad memoriesaso he ped, eventhough
those memoriescome back to haunt
mefromtimetotime, but | just keep
praying and don't give up hope!

| wasasked to be part of the prayer
team at aHealing Mass. A couple
weeksago | saw thelady | had prayed

fedinggoingupand

down my body likean
elevator—atingling sensation. | could
feel God through him. It waswonder-
ful and very uplifting. | thank God for
that experience.

A severeemotional shock left me
withaphysical sensation of painand
nauseain the center of my body. |
asked my prayer teamto pray for
relief and emotiond healing. Thenext
day, thephysica pain and nauseawere
gone. My emotionsarea so beginning
to subsideand | am comingto abetter
place each day. Thanksso much.l

Are you over 70 years old?

Save taxes and help WWCCR at the same time!
Good only through the end of 2007!!!

Congress passed a bill that gives a
unique tax incentive for charitable
donations, made by rolling over funds
from an IRA account directly to a
charitable organization like WWCCR.
This law applies only to those who
are 70% or older, who are required
to take a certain amount of distribu-
tion from your IRA every year. Nor-
mally you would have to pay taxes
on what you withdraw from your IRA
account. But because of this law,
through the end of 2007, you can

give those funds to charity without
paying taxes. We have already
received donations from a couple of
individuals who decided to donate
the complete balance from their
IRA's in order to avoid having to pay
any taxes on them in the future.

If you have questions, talk to your
financial advisor or give Virginia a
call at WWCCR (206-364-2272) to
learn how to make this special do-
nation to WWCCR from your IRA
account. Thank you!



Pondering continued

blows peoples mindsto say that Mary spokein tongues.
InActschapter 2 it said shewasin theroomand “they all
spokeintongues.” Sheprobably didn’'t excuse herself
from theroomwhen they started to speak intongues.

Sometimes|’ veheard peoplesay, “| usedtobeacharis-
matic, but now | am acontemplative.” Why do we feel
that we have to choose, when both
areclearly part of the spiritud life?
Youand| aretryingtolivealifeinthe
Spirit. Alifeinthe Spiritisblatantly
charismatic and unquestionably con-
templative. Wereally do need both of
thesedimensionsinour lives.

| want to show you why | think
that charismaticsareredly contempla
tivesand that contemplationisactually aform of the
charismatic. Oneof thedimensionsof the charismatais
that we havethe potentia tofall into aplacethat Paul

Leaders & Helpers Retreat

Called/&

Now is
. the.time!
Committed
Now iIs
the day!

October 26-28, 2007

at Palisades Retreat, Federal Way
For more information contact WWCCR
206-364-2272 or www.WWwcCr.org

$180 per person; single occupancy
$150 per person; double occupancy
$70 per person; commuter rate

with speaker
Jim
Murphy!

A minimum non-refundable deposit
of $25.00 is required to save your

place for this retreat.

For information about this Retreat contact
WWCCR (206) 364-2272 or info@wwccr.org
or check updates on www.wwccr.org

“We must express and
boldly proclaim the love
of God and keep
connected to our heart
to be effective.”

warnsusaboutin 1 Corinthians 13:1—that without love, 1
amaresounding gong or aclashingcymbal.” Inother words,
without theloveof God, it’svery easy to just rattle of f
thewords. If weare not praising God from the depth of
our being, we can belikeaclanging cymbal.

InMatthew 6:7, Jesuswarnsusto be careful that weare
not praying likethe pagans*who think
that they will beheard becauseof their
many words.” We charismaticsusea
lot of wordswhenwe pray andthat’s
finewhen they comefrom the heart.
But what | am sayingisthat thereisa
danger in charismatic prayer that
without contemplation we could
become disconnected from our hearts.
Prayingintongues, prayinginthe Spirit, and praising God
can becomevery mechanica, superficid and, unfortunately
insomelimited cases, even nolonger authentic. Wemust
expressand boldly proclaim thelove of God and keep
connected to our heart to be effective.

Ontheother hand, at times contempl ative prayer can be-
comesdaf-serving without charismeatic prayer. You canteke
these genuine emotionsof prayer but beginto makeit your
own and keepit for yourself and then something that was
very beautiful could spoil. However, your timespent in con-
templation can asofill youto overflowing sothat it canbe
released out in charismatic praiseand ministry.

See Pondering page 7

Donate to WWCCR...

through your Workplace Giving Campaign
(e.g. United Way)

Did you know that you can designate your donations
for WWCCR at many different workplace giving
campaigns, like United Way? Check with your
workplace representative to find out if you can
designate all or part of your donation for a charity of
your choice.

WWCCR is registered with the IRS as a 501 (c)
(3) non-profit corporation. Our EIN is 91-1020122.
This may be all the information you need, but if the
company requires more, just give us a call at 206-
364-2272. Thank you!

September 2007



Pondering continued

Contemplation and the charismata
aretwo redities of the samething.
With Mary asour model, let us
ponder and treasure the Word of God.
May the Word saturate down to our
very rootsand may our lifeinthe Spirit
be abalance of contemplation and
charismata @
To order the complete talk given by Jim Murphy

on CD or cassette, contact WWCCR at
206-364-2272 or info@wwccr.org

Desk continued

needsyou! If youareyoungand going
to school or just getting started inthe
workforce, God still hasapurposefor
your lifeand theBody of Christ will
suffer if youdon't fulfill it. Youngor old,
wealthy or poor, healthy or sick—
whatever your circumstances—there
issomething that God isasking you to
contributeto the Body of Chrigt.
Asyou pray and takeaction, though
you arenot abletodo it perfectly,
Jesuswill bring it to perfection. May
Herecelve much credit for thegood
Hewill accomplishthroughyou! ®

Board continued

Prayer groupsareapowerful socia
force. They areaplacewheremutua
confidenceand sharing alow relation-
shipstoreachadeepleve of friendship.

Itisat the prayer meeting people
begin to experience anew kind of
hunger: hunger for prayer, especidly
praise, and hunger for the Word of
God. They experienceaprofound
sense of the presence of God, which
movesthem to adeeper faithand an
appreciation of dl that the Catholic
Churchoffers.

That istheway it should be. Each
person’s parish and prayer group
should betheir main placeof Christian
fdlowship.

Inthebackground of al of thisis
the WWCCR team, fanning theflames
of theHoly Spirit, supporting prayer
groupsintheir missonand helpingto
seethat the prayers of Popes John
and Paul, arerealized.

Itisfor al thesereasons, that |
support my local prayer group, my
parish and WWCCR withmy time,
talent and money. WWCCR needs
your support to keep the hope of the
Churchdive!l

Encounter
the Spirit!

Saturday, September 29, 2007

Come pray with us

An evening of praise &
worship, teaching, testimony,
fellowship, and prayer
ministry! Bring a friend!

6:45-10:00PM

@ Blessed Sacrament Church,
5041 9th Ave. NE, Seattle

with Guest Speaker: Jan Alkire

Sponsored by WWCCR.
For information contact WWCCR 206-364-2272 or Www.Wwccr.org

Check out our
Spanish radio evangelization

program “Jovenes al Frente” on:
e pm—

— —
= | ! .=’
=11
Radio Sol
KKMO 1360AM

Saturdays, 8AM

You are invited to attend

Healing
M asses

Healing Mass
with Fr. Jerry Bevilaqua
Thursday, September 27; 7:30PM
at St. John Vianney Church

12600 84th Ave. N.E., Kirkland
e o o

Healing Masses
with Fr. Michael Barry, sscc

Wednesday, November 14; 7PM
at Holy Innocents Church
26526 NE Cherry Valley RD., Duvall

Thursday, November 15, 7PM
at St. Michael Church
1021 Boundary, Olympia

Friday, November 16; 7:30PM
at St. Anthony Church

416 S. 4th K., Renton
@

For more information contact
WWCCR at (206) 364-2272,
info@wweccr.org or check our website
at www.wwccr.org
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TBRUNS 93

Celebrating 30 Years

Cover from October 1993 issue
Artwork by Tim Bruns
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