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Renewing the face of the earth—|’7Empowered by the Holy Spirit

“Let us therefore
preserve our fervor of
spirit. Let us preserve

the delightful and

comforting joy of
evangelizing, even
when it isin tears that
we must sow. May it
mean for us - asit did
for John the Baptist, for
Peter and Paul, for the
other apostles and for a
multitude of splendid
evangelizers all through
the Church's history - an
interior enthusiasm that
nobody and nothing
can quench.”

Pope Paul VI,
Evangelii Nuntiandi, 80
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Evangdizing Like &. Paul

by David Thorp

Thisis an excerpt from a workshop that was presented at the WWCCR Day of Renewal on
August 16, 2008. All of the points have been abbreviated for the sake of space except the 4th
point, which is presented in full to illustrate the depth of each point. The complete teaching is
available on CD and can be ordered by calling or emailing our office. We highly recommend it!

Jesus gave his disciples instruction on how to pray. He said, in
Matthew’s gospel, “pray like this.” So for two millennia we' ve been
saying thewordsthat Jesus said: “ Our Father, who
art in heaven...” and that’s very good.

But | think Jesus aso intended more than just
repeating those words. He was giving us a model
for whatever prayer we prayed. And so he was
saying, “ Say al of those things but also, what I'm
really saying ishaveyour first focus on the Father,
acknowledgethe Father’s presence and the holiness
of the Father. Acknowledgethe Father’splans, His
will, HisKingdom. Seek to have Hisplansand His
will fulfilled. Giveover tothe Father every part of
your life—your past, your present, your future. Giveover to your Father
your physical needs. Pray to receive bread for today. Giveto your Father
your past, your anxieties and your guilt, so ask Him to forgive your
trespasses. And ask the Father to relieve you of any worry or concern
about the future by saying ‘don’t put usto thetest.’” He'sgiving usa
model, not just exact words, to be prayed al the time.

When | think of that - Jesus teaching us how to pray, not just what
words to pray — it leads me to think about evangelizing like St. Paul.
Not just what I’ m supposed to say — St. Paul preached these exact words,
so I’ll memorize these words and put them in alittle formula, and when
| have the opportunity to talk to someone, I’ ll say exactly what St. Paul
said - no, | think a better thing isto look at St. Paul and learn how |
should evangelize. So I’'m going to share with you ten points from
scripture that instruct us on how we evangelize like St. Paul.

1. Evangelize with Zeal - 1 Corinthians 9:16

St. Paul is being transformed. He is being remade — his heart is being
configured, conformed so it is the heart of Christ. Amazing things are
happening but St. Paul saysthat’snot enough. Heisalso compelled to preach:

See Evangelizing page 2



From

Virginia's Desk
by Virginia King,
WWCCR Executive Director

In the sidebar on the front page
of this issue is a wonderful quote
from Pope Paul V1, “ Let us preserve
our fervor of spirit, the delightful and
comforting joy of evangelizing...”
How do we sustain this fervor of
spirit, how do we cultivate zeal for
the gospel ?

Thisfervoris, aboveall, agift of
the Holy Spirit. | have no doubt that
the Holy Spirit continually provides
the grace we need to be fervent in
our living and proclaiming the
gospel. But | alsoamvery awarethat
my lack of response to these graces
can lead me to become dejected,
discouraged, impatient, anxious or
just plain lazy in my own efforts to
live and proclaim the gospel.

| believe that one of the most
important ways we can sustain our
fervor is to be in frequent contact
with otherswho share that zeal. We
need to encourage one another inthis
primary call of the Christian life. So,
we cometogether at prayer meetings
and at other eventsto be encouraged
by stories of lives that have been
transformed by the Lord astheresult

of someone taking the risk to share
the Good News.

Also, we need to realize that this
fervor is not simply an emotion.
Emotions are erratic. We can’t
depend on our emotionsto sustain us
in the call to evangelize. So our
fervor must be rooted in our
commitment to Jesus and sustained
by discipline. Aswefollow theLord
with discipline in prayer, reading
Scripture, our Sacramental life and
involvement in our parish
communities, we will become more
receptive to the grace that the Holy
Spirit is constantly pouring out
upon us.

| would al so recommend reading
(again or for the first time) the full
text of Pope Paul VI's exhortation
“On Evangelization in the Modern
World.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi)
It is sure to inspire you to a deeper
understanding and greater fervor.

Once more, let us hear from
St. Paul, as he exhorts us in
2 Timothy 4:2, 5:

“Proclaim the word; be persistent
whether it is convenient
or inconvenient;

...be self-possessed in all
circumstances; put up with
hardship; perform the work of an
evangelist; fulfill your ministry.”

Evangelizing continued

“Woe to me if | do not preach the
Gospel, I'm doomed if | do not
preach the Gospel.” We need to
have, if we're going to evangelize
like St. Paul, a zeal for the Gospel.

2. Evangelize with Humility
Acts 14:14-15, 2 Corinthians 4.7
Paul saw himself asaclay pot, amere
human, aslave of Christ. We need to
evangelize with humility.
“Evangdlizationisone beggar, show-
ing another beggar where the bread
iS.” or “...evangelization is one sin-
ner showing another sinner whereto
find mercy.”

3. Reconcile Others to Christ
with gentleness & caring

2 Corinthians 5:18,

1 Thessalonians 2:6-7, 11
Evangelization is a ministry of
reconciliation. It'staking what was
broken in relationship with God,
what’s broken in yourself, what’s
broken in relationship with others
and bringing it into healing...with
gentleness.

4. Show & Tell: Your Life& Your
Words/ Ambassador for Christ

1 Thessalonians 2:8:

“With such affection for you, wewere
determined to sharewith you not only
the gospel of God, but our very selves

aswell...” o
See Evangelizing page 3
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Evangelizing continued
1 Corinthians 11:1: “ Beimitators of
me, as | amof Christ.”

How many of you tell people to
follow Jesus? | do! You know what
we should be doing if we want to
evangelizelike St. Paul? We should
say “Follow me! Do you want to
know the way to salvation? Follow
me!”

St Paul says, “I don't just want
to sharewith you good news, | don’t
want to share just a message with
you, | want to giveyou my very self.
So that in case you might forget the
words | speak, you say ‘I'll just do
what Paul’s doing.””

the

book,
“Everything | needed to know |

Remember

learned in Kindergarten?” Here's
one of the things we al learned in
kindergarten: Show and Tell.

Picture this: we are in
kindergarten, it'sthefirst activity of
the day, everyone's ready. Brenda
stands up and says “1 have the most
beautiful teddy bear, it comes with
meto bed, hiseyessparkle,” and the
teacher says, “ Could you show usthe
teddy bear?” “Oh no, teddy bear’s
not here, teddy bear’s at home.”
“Brenda, it's show and tell.”

On another day, Bill’s getting
ready and he'sall excited about show
and tell. He's sitting in the circle,
reaches behind him for his favorite
truck and he holdsit up for all to see
(and saysnothing). Theteacher says,
“No Bill, it's show and tell.”

St. Paul evangelized by showing
and telling. If | want to evangelize
it's the witness of my life and the
witness of my words. Not just the
witness of my words, not just the
witness of my life but the witness of
my words and life. So many people

say tome“Well, | evangelizeby living
agood life.” and my usual response
is “How does that evangelize? Do
only Catholicslivegood lives? When
others see you living a good life are
they goingtosay: ‘ That’saCatholic!’
A good life: what does it evangelize
to? It evangelizesto you.”

When people say “Why are you
like that? | see something in you.”
You givethem theWord of Lifeif you
reply: “I’m following Jesus. It's not
me, it's this life of Jesus in me that
transformed me from where | once
was to where | am now and |'ve
discovered that it's for anyone who
wants to be transformed from death
to life, darkness to light, from anger

_ topeace, fromsiressto lack of worry.

Jesus doesit for everyone.”

Ontheother hand, it’snot enough
for me to say “You know something,
Jesusmakesyour life peaceful,” while
you live a life of high anxiety. Your
life must give evidence to the words
you speak.

If we want to evangelize like St.
Paul we must be able to say “follow
me, imitate me as | imitate Christ.”
This doesn't mean that we are free
from all struggles in our efforts to
practice what we preach. But it does
mean that we will continue to make
progress in our spiritua life that is
evident for othersto see.

St. Paul says in 2 Corinthians
5:20 that “ we are ambassadors for
Christ, as if God were appealing
through us.” We' re ambassadors for
Chrigt, that'swhat weare! If youwere
named the ambassador to France, in
a certain sense people would say
“What's it like to live in the United
States? I'll see what the ambassador
islike. If | see what the ambassador
is like, 1 can make the decision of
whether or not | want to go to the
United States. Hmm, that’s what
they’re like? No thanks, I'll stay

home.” All because of the
ambassador.
Ambassadors are really

representatives, samples. Do you
want to have a snap shot of the
Christian life? Take my picture. Do
people want to leave where they are
to come into the Christian life after
they’ ve seenme? That’'swhat we're
called to be: Ambassadorsfor Christ.

“So we are ambassadors
for Christ, as if God were
appealing through us.
We implore you
on behalf of Christ,

be reconciled to God.”
1 Corinthians 5:20

Ambassadors also are people who
assist othersto leave wherethey are
if they choose to immigrate. “You
want to cometo the US? Here'show
you do it... You want to leave the
kingdom, the country, the place
where you are living now and you
want to live in a whole new
kingdom, called the Kingdom of
God, the Kingdom of Christ, this
new wonderful, peaceable
Kingdom? L et me show you how to
get there. | can ease it for you, in
fact | canwalk you through the steps,
| can walk with you through the
steps.”

The other thing that’swonderful
about ambassadors is that they live
in embassies. If you are in
Kazakhstan and thereistroublethey
will tell you to get to the American
Embassy. Why? Because when you
step inside the Embassy you are no
longer in Kazakhstan, you' renow in
United States territory. You've left
that place of trouble and you’ re now
in a place of safety; you're home,
you' re where you belong.

See Evangelizing page 4
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Evangelizing continued

We ought to all have mobile
embassies. Put the Embassy of Christ
on the road so wherever it is that
you're traveling — the supermarket,
your bank, a doctor’s waiting room,
aschool, the office where you work,
your neighborhood — the Embassy
hasjust moved there. Asambassador
you can say: “If you're in trouble,
why don’t you come here becausethis
is home for you. Step inside the
boundary of my life and you've
exited from the troubled land and
you've come to safety. It's a safe
place.” Showing and telling, being
ambassadors, that’'s how Paul
evangelized.

5. Tell Your Sory - Acts 26

Paul evangelizes by telling his
personal story. Paul will say, “thisis
what happened to get mefrom where
| was to where | am.” You've also
got a story. In fact, you don't have
only one story, you have dozens of
stories. St. Peter says always be
prepared to give the reason for the
hopethat isinyou. Get ready!

6. WillingtoRisk - Galatians 1:13-
15, Acts 16:13
Paul wasthe Jew of all Jews. He had
made huge progress in his faith. He
was well equipped to proclaim the
Gospel to the Jews, he could answer
all of their questionsand all of their
objections. But God said ‘I’m going
to send you to the Gentiles.”” Can
you imagine how huge a divide that
was for St. Paul? It was as if God
said, “Paul, you've been hanging
around church people all the time,
you’ ve been hanging around the good
Chrigtians al thetime. 1’'m going to
send you to the worst of the worst.”
God calls Paul to risk going
beyond his comfort zone, to go
beyond where he was perfectly
suited. If wewant to evangelizelike

St. Paul, we need to find away move
out from where we are, to those that
God issending usto. We can’t wait
for them to come to us, we need to
go to them.

“ Always be ready to give
an explanation to anyone
who asks you for a reason

for your hope...”
1 Peter 3:15

7. OpentotheSpirit & Willingto
Help - Acts 16:9

St. Paul was in the middle of a
mission trip through Asia Minor
when the Lord interrupted him and
sent himinadifferent direction. Can
we be interrupted by a dream, a
vision, a prophetic word, an insight
from God? Arewewillingto respond
like Paul? When Paul arrives in
Macedonia, he has to find out what
help they need. So when we
evangelize like St. Paul we need to
do more listening than speaking. “I
need to hear fromyou. | need to hear
your concerns.” After | listen, then |
can help them cometo aplacewhere
they can encounter Jesus.

8. Speak Their Language

1 Corinthians 9:19-23, Acts 17

. Paul adapts hismessage according
to the audience. He is a genius at
doing this. St. Paul is able to grab
from agriculture and politics, from
military lifeand legal life. He'sable
todraw from Roman life, Jewishlife,
Greek life, dl kindsof metaphorsand
examples that would make sense to
the people that he's addressing. Are
we willing to do that —to find words
that people are going to understand?

St. Paul evangelized in the language
of others.

9. Be Faithful to the Gospel of
Jesus - 1 Corinthians 11:23

St. Paul says. “For | received from
the Lord what | also handed on to
you.” | want to understand the gospel
of Christ and hand it on to you. |
don’t get to make up my own gospel.
| get toimmerse myself inthe Word,
| get to immerse myself in the
teaching of the Church and that is
what | hand on.

10. Don’t worry about who gets
credit - 1 Corinthians 3:5-9

Paul evangelized with no concernfor
who gets the credit. It's amazing
what you can dowhenyou don't care
about who gets the credit. It's
amazing how affirming you become
about what another has done when
you don’'t care about getting the
credit.

St. Paul has some amazing
words. He shares with us insights
into the mystery and the wonder and
the beauty and the truth of God. His
words are important to learn. But
more important is the example of
how he evangelized. He did it as a
minister of reconciliation. He did it
assomeonewho wastelling hisstory,
as someone who was responding to
the needs of others. St. Paul teaches
us how to evangelize. And now he
says to you and to me, “With the
same Holy Spirit in you that wasin
me—with the sameHoly Spirit, with
the sameimagination, with the same
creativity, with the same impulse —
yield to that and find away to bring
this gospel to your world which is
in need of help.” AMEN!

David Thorp, a past member of the National Service Committee for Catholic Charismatic
Renewal inthe USand formerly Director of the Officefor Evangelization of the Archdiocese
of Boston, isDirector of Evangelization for the Spiritual Life Center of Marian Community,
a private association of Christ’s faithful, in Massachusetts.
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Retreat continued

In our day, wetoo are entrenched in aculture of unbelievers. We
too aretempted to idolatry in many disguises, and we need to repent.
We too can find ourselves ridiculed or scorned for following the
Commandments and dedicating our livesto Jesus.

It is into this framework that we entered into this weekend of
praise & worship, intercession, fuller surrender and healing. Onthe
evaluations that were returned at the end of the weekend, we asked
“In what way do you anticipate this weekend will bring change
toyour lifeand/or your ministry?’ Hereare someof theresponses
we received:

| feel it will change my life more than my ministry. It has always
been easy to share God's love with others, however, it's often hard
to receive God's love for myself.

Thisweekend will changemy prayer [~ ;
lifefor the better. Andasleader | will | * S€€, | am doing
share what | have learned this | sopmething new!
weekend. . .
Now It springs
| came seeking empowerment and forth, do you not
direction for something new in our . .
prayer group & parish aswell as my perceiveit?
family. Inthe desert |
| feel itwill help meto stay connected make a way,
to the Body of Christ and | inthe Wasteland,
community. | feel more sent out, . "
validated, empowered. FIvers.
To really believewithin methat | am Isaiah 43:19

aKing's kid & honor & accept my
birthright.

It'san extension of my current call by theLord. It“fit” beautifully
into a program I’ve committed to in order to heal, get well & be
more available to God.

Give me the courage to make changes God has been speaking to
me about. Let go.

| feel God gifted me with courage to step out more in leadership
this weekend.

Where do | begin. | walked in a peasant and am leaving as a
daughter of the King. | am increasingly surrendered to the Lord
and will prepareto act as God prompts. | amwilling to be apart of
changing the face of the earth by bringing Jesus to the people God
bringsinto my life.

Wow! It's given me such awonderful feeling of being the daughter
of our King, Jesus! & SoBe-Loved! It'|l give me much courageto
get out there & know how much isbehind me & how much Jesusis
with me/all of us.

Z
H

Intercessory Prayer Network

The Intercessory Prayer Network
(IPN) is comprised of all who have
offered to pray regularly for God’'s
will to be accomplished through the
people and programs of WWCCR.
Thank you!

Please pray for God to bring about His
desires through the work of preparation
and the events you seein this newsletter
and calendar; in particular the events
WWCCR is sponsoring, and also:

For the fruit of the labor represented by
the events and activities of WWCCR—
that all Catholics mature in a personal
relationship with Jesus, empowered by the
Holy Spirit, to the glory of God the
Father. It's not just a dogan, it is truly
the vision.

0000000 00OCGOGEOGEOSGEOSNONOSNOINOP
For encouragement and blessing for the
prayer groups, presenters, and Sponsors
of seminars and other activities offered
to help others begin and deepen their
spiritual lives.

0000000 00OCOCGEOGEOGEOSNOSNOSNOINOPS

For healing of our broken world’s
relationship with the Lord, that we may
experience His blessing for our future.

0000000000 OCOCGEOGFEOSGNOSENOSNOIOIOP
For continued provision for the practical
necessities that keep the WWCCR office
afloat.

If you are willing to receive weekly
WWCCR related prayer requests by
email, please contact us at
info@wwccr.org.

God bless you!

Next I PN events.
Sunday, October 5, 2008
Sunday, November 2, 2008
2:00-4:00 PM
IPN gatherings are usually on the 1st

Sunday of the month at the WWCCR office
— unless otherwise noted.

GLEANINGS



/ “And you, beloved faithful, \
pray for priests so that they
may be attentive stewards of
the giftsof divinegrace...”

- Pope John Paul 11

Please pray for these priests, deacons
and seminarians this month:

Oct 1
Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4
Oct 5
Oct 6
Oct 7
Oct 8
Oct 9
Oct 10

Oct 11
Oct 12

Oct 13

Oct 14
Oct 15

Oct 16

Oct 17

Oct 18

Oct 19
Oct 20

Oct 21
Oct 22
Oct 23
Oct 24
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 28
Oct 29

Oct 30

Archbishop Alex Brunett
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, MSpS
Bishop Joseph Tyson

Fr. Jim Northrop

Fr. Derek Lappe

Dcn. John LaRussa

Fr. Leo Larrivee, SS

Fr. Jan Larson

Fr. Seamus Laverty

Fr. Gary Lazzeroni

Chuck Leonard (seminarian)

Fr. James Lee

Dcn. Juan Lezcano

Fr. Gerald Lovett

Fr. John J Ludvik

Tom Lucking (seminarian)

Fr. Fabian MacDonald

Dcn. Bruce MacPherson

Fr. Peter Mactutis

Fr. John C. Madigan

Dcn. Abel Magafia

Fr. Paul Magnano

Dcn. John Magnuson

Fr. James E. Mallahan

Dcn. Dean Maher

Fr. Maurice Mamba Ngalamulume
Dcn. Terry Marcell

Fr. David Mani

Fr. David Mayovsky

Jacob Maurer (seminarian)
Fr. Gerald Mayovsky

Dcn. Alvin Mazonna

Fr. Richard McCallister

Fr. Lester McCloskey

Fr. Justin McCreedy OSB
Fr. J. Patrick McDermott
Fr. Michael J. McDermott
Dcn. Lawrence McDonald
Fr. Thomas McEnnis

Dcn. Michael McGillicuddy
Fr. Brian McGovern

Dcn. Stephen McGlone

Fr. Joseph O McGowan, SJ
Dcn. Rodney McGuire

Fr. William A. McKee

Pope Benedict XVI

-

Ad pUT iTn your Bible or prayér book To Keep thése prayer intentions closé at TR —————————————

r list out a

his praye

utt

—_————————— — —

WWCCR sponsors Healing Massesin various|ocationsin the archdiocese

of Seattle. At these Masses we are focusing our attention on the healing
power of God truly present at every celebration of the Eucharist.

Healing Mass with Fr. Jay DeFolco
Tuesday October 7, 6:30 PM
St. Michael Church, 1512 Pine Ave, Snohomish

Healing Masswith Fr. Emmanuel Azike, OP
Tuesday October 28, 7:00 PM
Church of the Assumption, 2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham

Mark Your Calendar for these
November Healing Events:

Healing Mass with Fr. Jay DeFolco
Tuesday November 4, 6:30 PM
St. Michael Church, 1512 Pine Ave, Snohomish

Healing Masswith Fr. Larry Carew
Thursday November 6, 7:30 PM
Blessed Sacrament Church, 5041 Ninth Avenue NE, Seattle

Healing Retreat with Fr. Larry Carew
Friday & Saturday, November 7-8
St Michael’s Westside Chapel, 1835 Overhulse Rd. NW, Olympia
See page 7 for more info

2008 National Leaders Conference
A Future Full of Hope

November 14 - 16, 2008 in Nashville, TN
for more information email us: info@wwccr.org
or go to the NSC website:
WWWw.Nsc-chariscenter.org

Our Eucharistic Chapel
is available for private prayer any time that our office is open,
9:30am until 4:00pm, Monday through Friday.

aBh_ There are at |east two Masses celebrated at the WWCCR office each month.
"*T\'t P The Mass schedule varies and sometimes is not available in time to print.

¥ Please call the office at 206-364-2272 or check our Calendar page at
\lﬂ www.wwcecr.org for updated information.

q¢p Office Mass Schedule: Monday October 27, 7pm with Fr. Tony Bawyn

Holy Hour: We would love to have you join us every Friday from 2:30-3:30 pm as we
pray for charismatic renewal, the work of WWCCR and your own special intentions.

\Ci:t 31
6
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
HOLY HOUR@ 3 4

WWCCR, 2:30PM
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
WWCCR BOARD OF

DIRECTORS AND

=
N

WWCCR eventsare CAPITALIZED, STAFF
Prayer Group events are marked with a &
HOLY HOUR @
5 6 7 8 9 WWCCR, 2:30PM 10 11
INTERCESSORY
PRAYER HEALING MASS
GATHERING in SNOHOMISH
@ WWCCR, 6:30 PM LSS Bothell YPm CHM Il - CLASS |
2-4 PM LA ESCUELA See page 6 see wwecr.org for info
HOLY HOUR
12 13 14 15 16 @17 18

WWCCR, 2:30PM

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
HISPANIC/LATINO
PRAYER GROUP

INITIATIVES LSS Bothell 7pm

see wweccr.org for info

19 20 21 22 23 e a2 24 25

i+ Life of St. Paul
7:00PM - see below

LSS Bothell 7pm

LA HORA SANTA see wwececr.org for infg
26 27 28 29 30 HOLYHOUR @ 37
WWCCR, 2:30PM Check ebs
PLEASE PRAY FOR: | MASS @ WWCCR | hEAL ING MASS eck our website
WWCCR OUTREACH | OFFICE, 7 PM in BELLINGHAM for updates on

TO YOUTH, YOUNG GLEANINGS 7:00 PM events not available
ADULTS & FAMILIES X X
WORKERS See page 6 $LSS Bothell 7pm at time of print
NEEDED see wweccr.org for info

Save the Date

“Healing Through

Prayer tothe Trinity”
A Healing Retreat at the Westside Chaypel
with Fr. Larry Carew
Friday, November 7 - 7:00pm to 10:00pm
Saturday, November 8 - 10:00am to 6:00pm
St Michael’s Westside Chapel, 1835 Overhulse Rd. NW, Olympia
Bring asack lunch & snack to share, Beverages provided
Pre-registration is not necessary
check our website: www.wwecr.org for more information

2009 WWCCR
WOMEN’'S RETREAT
February 13 - 15, 2009

at the Palisades Retreat Center

Guest Speaker: Laura Prato

more information coming soon!

La Escuela and La Hora Santa are part of the

Hispanic Prayer Group Leadership
Development | nitiatives. Prayer Group Events

What are those yellow envelopes for?
Supporting our ministry!

With them you can mail in your
donations to WWCCR or you can
make your donation online!

Go to www.wwccr.org

- ¥ A Catholic Journey through the Life of &. Paul
G 7:00pm to 8:30pm in Roman’s Hall July 2008 - June 2009
sponsored by S. Paul Parish Upper Room Prayer Group.

10/20 - The “Birth of the Apostle”

<. Paul Parish, 5600 S. Ryan S, Seattle
Contact: Mary Ann Boley, 425-793-9741

woug
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2008 Leaders & Helpers Retreat Report

On Sept 5-7, about 45 people gathered at Palisades Retreat Center
for the 4" Annual Charismatic Leaders & Helpers Retreat. Each year,
Jm Murphy has come to lead us in this retreat. Each year, we have
experienced a profound sense of the Lord calling us to deeper holin%s
and greater service. 'K‘\ i~

We began the weekend with a meditation on the reality that we are
God's “beloved” children. To embrace this reality, we must allow
ourselves to “be loved.” It sounds simple, but many of us need to be
healed of past hurts before we can receive the love that God wants to /’
give us. Sufficeitto say, alot of healing took place on the weekend.

This year, the theme was, “Now It Springs Forth, Do You Not Perceive 11?7’ from Isaiah
43:19. Jim Murphy helped us to delve deeply into the whole of Isaiah 43. In the context of the
whole chapter, weredlizethat historically, the new thing” that is springing forth isthe beginning
of the end of the Babylonian Captivity.

Jim asked usto consider what this might mean to our modern world. When the Jews were
in captivity in Babylon, they were entrenched in a culture of unbelievers. Many of them had
begun to practice idolatry. It took alot of courage and commitment to remain faithful to the
Law. Beforethey could return to Jerusalem, many needed to repent and be purified.

See Retreat page 5
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