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From

Virginia's Desk
by Virginia King,
WWCCR Executive Director

| am fascinated by the
risng and setting of thesun
andthemoon. Thereisa
websitethat | check to see
whenthesunwill berisngand
setting, and alsowhenthe
moonwill berisngand setting.
The scripturesarefull of
images of the sun and the
moon, asarethewritings of
thesaintsthroughout the
centuries.

Recently | wastryingto
watch thefull-moon set over
thewesternhorizoninthe
early morning. Theday before
| had seenthenearly full
moon set during thetime of
dawn, whenthere'slightin
the sky but the sun hasnot
yetrisenintheeast. But this
day | got up to seethat the
sunwasalready up and so,
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TheHoly Spirit Brings
Life, Freedom, and Unity

by Fr. John Gordon

The following is an edited transcription of the homily given by Fr. John Gordon. The
homily was given at the 2006 NSC National Leaders Conference in Albuquerque, NM.

at agreat timeitisinthelife of the Church! What awonderful timeitistobe

Wn this, the 21 century, the Third Millennium of Chrigtianity, and to seewhat

we see and hear what we hear! We, who have lived through the graced pon-
tificate of Pope John Paul I1, now livein thisprophetic pontificate of Benedict XVI. |
believethat in Pope Benedict XVI wehaveaHoly
Father, atrue papa, who lovesusand who desiresto “Life is a gift we
teach us. Hismanner and stylearevery much different . .
from John Paul 11. Thesemen are different Popesfor receive, a p.ure glf,t,
the different purposes and needsthat the Body of from God Himself.
Christ hasat thistime.

PopeBenedict XV invited al the Ecclesia
Movementsto cometo Romefor awonderful celebration of thewhole Churchin 2006.
With lessthan ayear’snotice, the gathering was announced and on that Pentecost
weekend 400,000 people gathered in St Peter’s Square, filling the piazzaand thewhole
street, al theway to the Tiber River! It wasgloriouscelebration! During that weekend,
our Holy Father led usinawonderful meditation in which he gave ateaching about the
natureof the Holy Spirit. He spoke of three particular expressionsor fruitsthat the Holy
Spiritdwayshbrings: Life, Freedom, and Unity.

Lifein the Spirit

When Benedict XV reflected onthelife that the Creator Spirit breathes upon the
earth, heused theimage of the prodigal sonwho thought hehad life by takingit. By
taking what was hisinheritancefrom hisfather hethought he had all that life had to offer
with al itsabundances. Hethought life was about possessing and taking, and he ended
upinapigsty. Thetruth of thematter isthat lifeisn’t about possessing and taking; itis
about receiving. Godtellsus*® | camethat they might havelifeand haveit abundantly, to
thefull” inJohn 10:10. Lifeisagift werecelve, apuregift from God Himsdlf. [sn’t that
what we experiencein the baptism of theHoly Spirit: thelife of God coming within us?

When | wasbaptized intheHoly Spirit | knew that God wasreal, not because| read
about Him in abook, or that somebody elsetold meabout Him. | knew Hewasreal
because Hewasalivein me! Hewasalive aready in me by that grace of sacramental
Baptisminwhich | wasbaptized in water and Spirit. But in the baptism of the Spirit, |
couldsay “Yes, Lord! | want thisgrace! | want thisgift! | need your life!” | remember
when | wasfirst exposed to thisgraceit awakened in meahunger | didn’t know | had.

See Holy Spirit page 2
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Holy Spirit continued

Before, | thought lifewasall about the
dead ends, thestruggles, thetrids, and
thedifficulties. Then | discovered
peoplewho werejoyful and dive—
not because everything around them
was going great, but because every-
thing withinthemwas; it wasHewho
wasaliveinthem. “Greater
isHeinmethanhewhoisin
theworld.”

Wearefamiliar withthe
story of thewidow of Zera
pheth, whereElijahtellsher
he wants something to esat.
Shetellshimthat shehas
nothing left. Shewasabout to
bake her last |oaf of bread
and then sheand her son
weregoingtodie. She
thought that lifewasabout what you
get, what you have, and what you
need. These peoplethought that the
absenceof the stuff meant that life
wasover. Then Elijahinvitesher, and
by the grace of God, somehow she
respondspositively.

Our Holy Father, Benedict X VI,
reminded usat that vigil celebration
that the source of lifeistheHoly Spirit
of God. We need to alwayscometo
that well and drink deeply fromthe
graceof theHoly Spirit. Weneed to
come often and berefreshed. Let'sbe
renewed inthegrace of charisms, of
yieding oursalvesto the Lordship of
Jesus Chrigt, of the power of theHoly
Spirit, and to the Father’slove.

Freedomin the Spirit

Thenext thing that Benedict XV
reflected onisthat thislifeleadsto
freedom. He connected freedom with
sonship—to befreeistobeason, a
daughter of God. He quoted Romans
8:15that the* Spirit of Godisgivento
usthat we might cry out ‘ Abba,
Father.”” Weknow that in John 8:36
theWord of God tellsusthat “if the

Son setsyoufreeyou arefreeindeed.”
The Son has set usfree, to be sons
and daughtersof God. Now there's
truefreedom. Thereforewe havea
placeinthehouseof theLord. But if
weareason or adaughter, amember
of thefamily, wea so havewnhat: chores

“How much of what we have belongs
to God? Everything! Everything
belongs to God—my time, my talent,
my treasure, all the gifts, all my life,
my children, my parents, my
ministry—everything | have belongs
to Him because He is my father.”

andresponghilities. Guestsdon't have
to clear thedishes, thechildrendo. As
achild of God, weareresponsiblefor
theongoing work of the Creator Spirit.
The Creator Spirit isabout breath-
ing new life—thenew lifeof God's
love, of God'smercy, of God'sjustice
and freedom. Itisour task to cultivate
and foster that and to encourageit
wherever it might be. Itisthe
gift and the freedom of the
Spirit that peoplearereceiving
today. We have an eagerness
towelcomeeveryoneinto the
home as our brothers and
sistersin Christ. Therefore
everyonewhoisasonanda
daughter isabrother and
Sister to uswithout exception.
Thewidow of Zerapheth
gave everything that shehad
tofeed Elijah. How freeing
wasthat! If you havealot of
suff, you' vegot toworry about
it and you can be burdened by
it. What doyou giveaman
who haseverything?A burglar
darm! If hehaseverything, he
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needsto possessit, he needsto protect
itandto hold ontoit, heneedsto
circlethewagons, and heisnot free.
Hedoesnot have hispossessions, his
possessionshavehim. If wearenot
free, wearenot sonsand daughters.
And|, for one, want to cry out with
theHoly Spirit“ Abba,
Father.” Sothefreedomthat
we have assonsand daugh-
tersof Godistogiveevery-
thing over totheLord.
When | hear people
Speek of tithing, for example,
it sawonderful, biblicd
concept. Itisan important
concept but it’snot afull
concept. If we approach
tithing asten percent of what
we have belongsto God, wearefar
fromthe Spiritthat it involves. How
much of what we have belongsto God?
Everything! Everything belongsto
God—my time, my talent, my treasure,
adl thegifts, dl my life, my children,
my parents, my ministry—everything |
have belongsto Him because Heis

See Holy Spirit page 3
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Holy Spirit continued

my father. That'sfreedom! Oh, brothers
and sisters, we need thisgracefor our
ownlives. | needthisgracetogrow in
the holinesstowhich God callsme.

| cannot livethiskind of freedom,
thiskind of abandonment, thiskind of
sonship and daughterhood exceptin
the power of theHoly Spirit. If | try
onmy own, it'sjust too strained—I'm
measuring, I’ mecounting, I'mweighing,
andI’mbaancing. Butif I'masonor
adaughter, everythinginthehouse
bel ongsto the Father and everything
inthehousebelongsalsotome.

Unity in the Spirit

Thethirdfruit or gracethat theHoly
Father spokeof isunity. Unity gathers
ustowards Christ Jesus. We know
that the plan of God, expressedin
Ephesians 1:3, hasbeen revealed to
us. “Blessed bethe God and Father of
our Lord JesusChrigt, who hasblessed
usin Christ with every spiritua bless-
ingintheheavens.” Inverse 10, it goes
on to say that the purpose He has
revealed to usisto gather al things
together under the headship of Christ
Jesus. Theplanof Godisunity inChrist
Jesus. That'swhy we proclaim Jesus
ChristisLord—Lord of heaven, Lord
of earth, Lord of all creation. It'sthe
plan of Godto bring everything under
Christ Jesus.

However, wearenot thereyet, are
we? Everythingisnot yet under the

See Holy Spirit page 4

ﬁ\ You can now
make your

donations to

WWCCR online!

Go to www.wwccr.org and
click on the yellow envelope!

Our Resolutionsand the Kingdom of God
by Gloria Soto, Board of Directors member

Around thistime, our thoughts turn toward the future. We make
resolutionsfor the New Year for ourselves, our business, our families,
and our health. Wefool ourselvesinto thinking that we will keep
them—Dbut usually they last about 2 weeks. We can forget that we have
aGod that holdsthe past, present and the
futurein HisHands. He who knows us better
than we know ourselvesismorethanwilling
to take us by the hand and show uswhat he has
in store for those who love him (1 Cor. 2:9)

We are entering into the 40" anniversary
of the Renewal and the 30" anniversary of
WWCCR. Thereisachangeinthewind. We
arenow entering into the* Promised Land” where new challengeswill
be encountered, new “territory” to beacquired, and anew way of moving
inthe Spirit will comeforth. Aslsradl of old, wearea* remnant”
called to change the whole world; for the treasure we hold isnot just
for afew but for the whole church.

Asyou prepareyourself and your family for the New Year, ask
Jesusto show you where your position in HisKingdom isand how
you can best fulfill it. Many of you are called to pray; do so before
His Throne on your faces. Othersare called to givefinancially out of
their need to support the work our God is doing through WWCCR.
Some of you are called to live exemplary lives, not legalistically by
following theletter of the law, but through love. Many are called to
teach and minister to our psychologically, physically or spiritually
“wounded” with your words of encouragement, your deeds, by counsel-
ing, or by giving ahug or asmile. And asour “small resolutions’ pass
through His Hands they are not only multiplied, but increased 100
fold providing for our needs, the needs of the Kingdom, the needs of
our friends and even our enemiesto the glory of Hisname a one!

| encourage you to take stepstoward God'’ s perfect and promised
new land, aland flowing with milk and honey (check out L eviticus
20:24, Number 14,8, Deuteronomy 11:9, etc.) and seewhat our God
of Miracles can, will and desiresto do for you, your friends, your
familiesand even your enemies. |

GLEANINGS



Holy Spirit continued

Lordship of JesusChrist. | expressit thisway: For whom
isJesusthe Savior ?Everyone, without fail! Eventhosewho
reject Hissalvation, Heistheir Savior without exception.
For whomisJesus Christ Lord? Everyone? No—only for
thosewho yield to him and accept Him. No one can say
‘JesusisLord’ except by theHoly Spirit. Therefore our
task and responsbility isthat we, assonsand daughters, in
freedom haveto let thelife of God be so pronounced, be
S0 expressed, be so lived that moreand more peopl e accept
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. So that moreand more people
can comehomeand find their placeat thetableinthe
house of the L ord.

Thereforewedon’t merely runto Jesus, and havea
God-and-merelationship. As|’ veexperienced thecal to
bejoined to Christ Jesus, | am sent forth to experiencethe
lifethat isgood and thelife that needsto be converted out
there. | am sent forth to wherethe brothersand sistersare,
so that we can all come back.

Shortly after he became pope, Benedict XV addressed
theltalian Eucharistic Congress. Oneof thethingshesaid to
them wasthat the challenge of the Eucharist isthat most
peopledon’t want God that close. Sometimeswe' reguilty

Grow In the Lord
with the Strength

of His Power
e

A Women’s Retreat
February 16-18, 2007

f\

/

at The Palisades Retreat, Federal Way, WA

Flyers are available now. To receive one, contact
WWCCR at 206-364-2272 or at wwccr.org.

e

of that ourselves. “ God, I’ vegot my plan. I’mgoing towork
foryou, Lord, andI’ll doal my programs...but don’t get
too close, God.”

BegtheLordfor thelife, thefreedom, and the unity to
which our Holy Father summonsusto experienceinthe
power of theHoly Spirit. Begthat it might beatruth that
so capturesus, likethebaptisminthe Holy Spirit hasdone,
that weareableto bringit to thewholeBody of Christand
to thewhole people of God. Beg the Lord that thisbreath
of theSpirit might bearoused and diveindl of us. Therefore,
do not besurprisedif thevery thingwe reholdingontois
being wrestled out of our handsby God. That’sthelife of
receiving and not possessing. Don't besurprisedif the
respons bility and thework isbeing raised up, not because
therearemore jobsto be done, but because we arefree
assonsand daughtersand thereforewehavearoleto play
and awork to bedonefor building up the Body of Christ.

Noneof thiscan happen unlesswe say yes. Andif you
say yes, | wanttowarnyou, becareful. If your lifeisaready
perfect theway itis, then you don’t need moreof the Holy
Spirit or moreof God. But whatever theHoly Spirit touches,
theHoly Spirit changes. If you need that more, if you need
that life, that freedom, that unity, andif you' rewillingtolet
God haveHisway fully inyou, if youwant that and only if
you'rewilling to say yestothat, | inviteyouto say yes.®
Reprinted with permission. Fr. John Gordon is a priest for the Archdiocese of
Newark. He has been active in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal since 1975.
He has served in various local, regional, national and international ways.
Currently he is Vice-Chair of NARSC (North American Renewal Service
Committee) an ecumenical umbrella group and a member of the National

Service Committee. In 2003, he was assigned to assist in the direction of
Franciscan University’'s Pre-theologate program.

Mark your calendars!

WWCCR One-Day Conference
Saturday, March 24

Theme:

“At the Service of the King:
Hearts Attuned to God’s Mercy”

at Bellarmine Prepatory School
2300 S. Washington, Tacoma, WA

Watch GLEANINGS for more information
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NSC Leaders Conference Report

You AreMy Beloved

by Janelle Bighinatti

The 2006 Leaders’ conference, Anointed for the New
Evangelization, was an amazing weekend filled with grace-
filled speakers, wonderful workshops, blessed times of
prayer and prai se, and even an adoration chapel inatiny
room at the hotel. Albuquerqueisalovely place, withits

historic old town, the

“This conference turned sunshine, and the stark-

outto be abeautifully ness of the desert
refreshing reminder of  mountains. Andbeing
...how He has chosen  thereforthisconference
and empowered each  reminded methat there
oneofustodogreat  issomethingdeeply
things for Him!” spiritudly symbolic
about the desert.
Oneworkshop |

attended was on Overcoming Obstaclesto Boldnessin
Evangelization, presented by ayoung woman who teaches
law at asecular university. Shebegan surprisingly with
guoting the exquisitelove poetry of the Song of Songs:
‘you haveravished my heart, my beloved.” She spoke of
how wearefully known and fully loved by theLord and
shereminded meof thetruth that, whenit comesto evangd-
ization, thekey isnot courageor fearlessness, but love!
(and besides, ‘ perfect lovecastsout fear’!) | know thisso
well but can never bereminded of it enough. Truly, thevery
beginning of evangelizationisthat | know withal of my
being that the omnipotent Lord God of theuniverseis
ravished withlovefor me. How amazingisthat!
Onadeeply persona level, my presenceat thisconfer-
encewas unexpected and last minute, and it was not until
well into the weekend that the Lord revealed to me His
reason for bringing methere. Especially sincel amyoung
and quite new to the Charismatic renewal, | wascurious
astowhy | had been asked to come. Onething that kept
coming to meishow the L ord seemsto have placed many
thingson my heart over theyearsabout my vocation and
my caling, yet | have sometimesdoubted that thesecallings
werered or fromHim, lately in particular.
Astheweekend progressed, the Lord spoketo me
gently through the speakers and theworkshopsand certain
prayers. It wasnot until the spirit-filled evening sessonon
Saturday, however, that ayoung woman came up to pray
over me, and thewords of knowledge and prophecy she

spoketo medirectly addressed dl that | had been pondering.
Her wordswere apowerful confirmation and agreat
encouragement for meto keep ontrusting that theLord is
guidingmeand hasgreet plansfor my life. Whilel still do
not comprehend exactly what that entails, | know now
with certainty how deeply Heiscaling meto serve Him.

Thisconferenceturned out to beabeautifully refreshing
reminder of how dear | amto the Lord and how close He
istomealways, and how He has chosen and empowered
each oneof usto do great thingsfor Him! What ablessing
itisto beanointed by theLord! ®

Janelle Bighinatti is a parishioner at Blessed Sacrament parish,Seattle WA

Calling all Leaders & Helpers!

Our next gathering
will be to join the

CELEBRATION
OF CHRISTMAS

An Evening of Music and Prayer
with Fr. Jim Northrop
Saturday, January 6, 2007; 7PM

St. Brendan Catholic Church
10100 NE 192nd St, Bothell, WA

This is sure to be a very special concert, reflecting
on the birth of Christ. It will also be a great way to
encourage our friend Fr. Jim and to gather together
for inspiration and fellowship.

All proceeds of the concert will benefit Project Rachel,
a post-abortion healing ministry

Advance tickets are now available:
$10/person or $25/household

For tickets, contact
Joe Majewski at 425-357-9214

P.S. Though we are encouraging leaders and helpers to come,
this concert is really open to everyone. Bring a friend and
enjoy this special evening.

GLEANINGS
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Report on Teaching Day with Fr. Peter Sanders

A Day of Anointing and Teaching

by Stella Nnanabu

Theteaching day started with Fr. Peter Sanders blessing
the 50 peoplein attendance at St Vincent DePaul parish
hall in Federal Way. It wasaday filled with anointing aswe
praised, worshiped and listened to avery inspired teaching.
For me, thiswasmorethan aday of teaching on theWord
of Wisdom and the Word of Knowledge. It wasalso an
impartation service. Fr. Sanderswaswillingtofreely give
ustheanointing hereceived fromtheL ord.

Word of Wisdom

Fr. Sandersdescribed theword of wisdom asthe* how”
of any minigtry. Itisvery procedura in nature—it givesthe
order of any ministry. Itisreceived supernaturally and pro-
videsunderstanding on how to deal with past, present and
future events. Sometimes, it could be confused with the
charismsof prophecy and word of knowledge because of
their interrelationships. The procedura nature of theword
of wisdomisthe purposeof thegift, anditisvery important
inChrigians decisonmaking. It givespractica ordering of
gepsinany ministry weareinvolvedin. Inheding ministry,

Day of Prayer and Fasting
Friday, February 16

O—r

Unlock the Power

The National Service Committee and the other national
leadership groups of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal have designated the Friday preceding Ash
Wednesday as a Day of Prayer and Fasting.

Renewal participants are encouraged to pray for the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the United States and
that the Church in our country might be renewed in
the grace of Pentecost.

This will be the sixth year designated for such a day to strengthen
the unity of the Renewal and communion in the Church.

it givesingght and direction on how to pray. In prayer

meetingsand events, theword of wisdom revea sprocedure

and order on how to usetheother giftsof the Spirit towards
God'’spurpose

“But one and the same fo”hmp?]f“w'af
Spirit produces all of regcegt\};/svaevco?ge
these, distributing them nowledgeor
individually to each prophecy ina
person as he wishes.”  prayer meeting
1Cor. 12:11 for example, he/
sheneedsthe

word of wisdom
to know whether the prophecy or word of knowledgeisto
bedeclared publicly, prayed over or not declared. James1:5
tellsusto ask the Father explicitly for thischarism. Itisa
assumption of prideto assumethat God will automatically
giveusthisgift without our asking.

Word of Knowledge

Word of knowledgeisthe“what” of any ministry. Itisa
supernatura revelation of informationfromtheHoly Spirit.
The purposeof thisgiftistoidentify what istranspiringin
anevent or ministry inorder to ded withit naturally or
supernaturaly, or in order to stir to faith with respect to
kingdom issues. Thissupernatura revelation hepstodirect
prayer especially for healing or for strategic action on
behalf of individuals, families, communitiesand nations.
Theword of knowledge can bereceived asavision, a
conviction, andintuition and sometimesaswordsengraved
inyour spirit. When you receiveaword of knowledge,
discernthat itisnot your ownimagination, agenda, sub-
conscious, or expereince. Pray about it and ask for the
word of wisdom on how the Lord would usethismanifes-
tation. After your own discernment, respect the protocol
of your community, by submittingittothosewho arein
chargeof discernment for these gifts.

In both gifts, word of wisdom and word of knowledge,
thereisakingly anointing and they should beusedinan
orderly way since our God and King isaGod of purpose
and order.m

Sella Nnanabu is a parishioner at S. Vincent de Paul parish in Federal
Way, WA.
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Desk continued

though the moon had not yet set, |

could nolonger seeit because of the

brightnessof thesun.
Thisisanimageof our lives, and
especidly animageof “lifeinthe

Spirit.” Whenthesunrises, thereisno

more need for the brightness of the

moon. Themoonisstill therebutits
brightnessisenvel oped by thebrighter
light of the sun. It can beexpressedin
thewordsof Johnthe Baptit, “He
must increaseand | must decrease.”

(John 3:30) Thewholefocusof John's

ministry wasto point peopleto the

Son. To an even greater degree, our

Blessed Mother, whoissometimes

imaged asthemoon, istotally focused

on leading peopleto her Son. And
each of usfulfillsour purpose most
completely when we do the same.

* Hemust increaseand | must
decrease.

* My sdf-centerednessmust decrease
and my God-centeredness must
increese.

* Seeking my ownway must decrease

and seeking God' sway must

increase.

* Relyingonmy ownresourcesmust
decreaseand relying on God's
resourcesmust increase.

* Trustinginworldly wisdomand
power must decrease and trusting
in God’' swisdom and power must
increase.

* Drawing attentionto mysalf must
decrease and pointing to Jesus
must increase.

Thisistheway of joy. Thisisthe
way of freedom. Thisiswhat “lifein
the Spirit” lookslike. Becauseitisonly
by acknowledging and welcoming the
presenceand power of theHoly Spirit
that this* decreasing and increasing”
cantakeplaceinour lives. Itisawork
of God that isaccomplished through
our surrender.

Thisyear of 2007, | pray for myself
andfor each of you, that wewill live
morefully this“lifeinthe Spirit” and
that in doing so many more people
will bedrawntothebrightnessof the
Son of God! m

Sponsor a Healing Mass!

We are looking for individuals or groups who would each sponsor one
Healing Mass. The expenses for Healing Masses vary depending on
location and who the presider is. So the following description of
expenses is an average based on the Masses we did in 2006.

Expenses are:
Planning and preparation

including about 20 hours of staff time: ..................ccccceeeeennnns $224.80
Parish use donation: ..........ccccvvviiiiiieiiiieieceeee e $100.00
Music Ministry StIPEN: .........vvvviiiiiieiiiiiieer e $100.00
Presider Stipend: ..o $200.00
Travel expenses/Meals .........cccooeeveviii e ccccce e $178.20
Total average expenses for one Healing Mass: .........cccccvvee.... $803.00

If you pledge to support one Healing Mass, you may make monthly
payments of $66.92 to fulfill that pledge. Thank you!

Check out our Spanish
radio evangelization

program on:
=
L=
Radio Sol
KKMO 1360AM

Saturdays, 8AM

Healing
M asses

Misa de Sanacion
con el Padre
Jay DeFolco

Viernes, 5 de Enero; 7PM

alalglesia San Miguel,
1512 Pine Ave., Shohomish

Healing Mass

with Fr. Jim Lee
Thursday, January 25; 7PM
at St. Rose De Viterbo,
2571 Nichols Blvd., Longview
5

WWCCR sponsorsHedling Massesin
variouslocationsinthearchdiocese of
Seattle. At these Masses we are
focusing our attention on the healing
power of God truly present at every
celebration of the Eucharist.

For more information contact
WWCCR at (206) 364-2272,
info@wwccr.org or check our website
at www.wwccr.org

GLEANINGS
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WESTERN WASHINGTON CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

936 North 143rd
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 33609
Seattle, WA 98133-0609

(206) 364-2272
WWW.WWCCI.Org

Onethi ng | asked of theLord,
that will | seek after;
that | may dwell in the house of the Lord
al thedaysof my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
andtoinquirein histemple.
Psam27:4
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Celebrating 30 years



